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Over the last year or so, employment growth has 
strengthened in Utah as the recovery from the 
“Great Recession” continues. Let’s take stock 

of how Metro (1) Utah and Non-metro (2) Utah have 
fared in gaining back the jobs by industry lost during 
the recession.

Peak wage and salary payroll employment occurred in 
December of 2007 in Utah, with significant job losses 
being recorded during 2008 and 2009. In 2007, the year 
prior to the recession, there were on average 1,251,400 
payroll jobs in Utah. 0f these, 92 percent (1,154,000) 
were in Metro Utah and eight percent (97,600) in Non-
metro Utah.

For the twelve months ending in June 2011, there were 
on average, 1,193,300 payroll jobs in Utah or about 
58,100 fewer than the average for 2007. This is 4.6 
percent below Utah’s peak employment prior to the 
recession. Of this job deficit, the Metro counties are 
53,150 or 4.6 percent below their 2007 employment 
levels and the Non-metro counties are 4,950 jobs or 5.1 
percent below their 2007 job count. 

This analysis compares 2007 to the twelve months 
ending in June 2011; because when written in late Fall 
2011, the June job numbers by county were the most 
recent wage and salary payroll counts that had been 
reported to Workforce Services.

If we divide payroll jobs into 24 separate industry 
categories, a picture emerges detailing which industries 
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are leading in providing greater job opportunities and 
which industries have not recovered their 2007 job 
status (see industry table). For Metro Utah, the industries 
that have the most ground to make up to reach their 
2007 levels are construction, manufacturing, and retail 
trade. The industries that are well above 2007 levels with 
many new jobs are health care, private education, and 
public education. Of the 24 industry groups for Metro 
Utah, eight have more jobs and 16 have fewer jobs than 
in 2007.

In the Non-metro Utah counties, the industries with 
more jobs or fewer jobs than in 2007 is also eight to 
16. Again those industries that still have the most jobs 
to make up in order to recover their 2007 levels are 

construction, manufacturing, and retail trade. The most 
new jobs are found in local government (excluding 
public education), health care, and administrative 
support (mostly temporary staffing agencies).

Finally, if we look at total payroll job growth by county 
(see chart), 16 counties added jobs from June 2010 to 
June 2011 and 8 counties saw net job reductions. There 
is a mixture of both Metro and Non-metro counties that 
show job increases and job losses.

Utah’s economy is gradually gaining strength with many 
positive indicators pointing to continuing improvement. 
If current trends continue, the state economy should 
surpass the overall job count of 2007 in 2013. 
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Industry

Metropolitan Utah Counties( 1) Jobs Non-Metropolitan Utah Counties (2) Jobs
2007 2011 Change % Change 2007 2011 Change % Change

Annual 
Average

Annual 
Average (3)

2007 to 2011 2007 to 2011 Annual 
Average

Annual 
Average (3)

2007 to 
2011

2007 to 
2011

Total Wage and Salary Payroll Job 1,153,809 1,100,651 -53,158 -4.6% 97,613 92,635 -4,978 -5.1%
Health care & social services 101,550 113,893 12,343 12.2% 7,142 7,611 469 6.6%
Local government education 53,733 57,970 4,238 7.9% 7,618 7,684 66 0.9%
Private education services 30,612 34,723 4,112 13.4% 688 725 38 5.5%
Local gov. other than education 38,551 41,654 3,103 8.0% 8,238 8,988 750 9.1%
State government education 30,795 33,668 2,873 9.3% 3,228 3,219 -9 -0.3%
Professional & technical services 62,665 64,507 1,841 2.9% 2,207 1,970 -236 -10.7%
Federal government 33,224 34,850 1,626 4.9% 2,300 2,439 139 6.0%
Mining 3,357 3,539 182 5.4% 7,677 7,431 -246 -3.2%
Arts, entertainment, recreation 16,779 16,721 -58 -0.3% 1,268 1,007 -261 -20.6%
Utilities 2,559 2,489 -70 -2.7% 1,554 1,543 -11 -0.7%
Agriculture, forestry, fishing, hunting 2,833 2,709 -124 -4.4% 1,650 1,724 74 4.5%
Accommodation & food services 83,661 83,366 -295 -0.4% 11,114 10,958 -156 -1.4%
State gov. other than education 26,763 26,098 -665 -2.5% 2,416 2,342 -74 -3.1%
Other services, except government 32,684 31,086 -1,598 -4.9% 2,858 2,625 -233 -8.1%
Management of companies 20,107 18,403 -1,704 -8.5% 229 179 -51 -22.1%
Real estate, rental, leasing 17,216 15,269 -1,947 -11.3% 1,278 1,108 -170 -13.3%
Wholesale trade 44,724 42,643 -2,081 -4.7% 2,559 2,279 -281 -11.0%
Transportation & warehousing 42,430 39,828 -2,602 -6.1% 3,995 4,099 105 2.6%
Information 31,144 28,114 -3,030 -9.7% 1,304 1,197 -107 -8.2%
Finance and Insurance 54,227 49,677 -4,550 -8.4% 2,019 1,912 -106 -5.3%
Administrative & waste services 73,400 67,999 -5,401 -7.4% 2,414 2,678 264 11.0%
Retail trade 135,130 126,209 -8,920 -6.6% 12,722 11,406 -1,316 -10.3%
Manufacturing 122,737 108,352 -14,385 -11.7% 4,959 3,772 -1,187 -23.9%
Construction 95,625 59,512 -36,113 -37.8% 7,825 5,460 -2,365 -30.2%

For non-metro counties, the industries that have the most jobs to recover their 2007 levels 
are construction, manufacturing, and retail trade. The most new jobs are found in local 
government, health care, and administrative support.

Annual Average Number of Utah Jobs in Metropolitan and 
Non-metropolitan Counties: 2007 and for the 12 Months Ending June 2011
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